Задания для районного этапа олимпиады

3 Уровень
Listening Comprehension

I. Here are some statements. Are they TRUE or FALSE?

1. The dog, Montmorency, really liked being at Oxford.

2. Rowing up or down the river depends upon one's character.

3. The boats that are left for hire sink if you handle them with care.

4. It is quite difficult to see or to find the man in the hired up-river boat.

5. The party didn't recognize the ordered hired up-river boat.

Vocabulary and Grammar

II. Complete each sentence with a suitable verb and preposition from the list  below. Use each verb and preposition once only.

make
take
catch






of
on
to

keep
put







for
off

1. Could you …………. an eye……….. the washing while I’m out?

2. While I was watching the match, I …………….. sight ……….. them standing at the back of the crowd.

3. We must………….. a stop …………… all this arguing.

4. I watched a comedy programme to try and …………. my mind ………… what had happened.

5. We don’t …………. a charge ………. repairs if the item is still under guarantee.

III. Choose the correct word to complete these sentences. 

1. The boy was sure that the melting point of ice _____ zero Centigrade.

A.was

B. will be

C. is

D. had been

2. This year’s prices will be much higher than _____ of the last year.

A. these

B. that

C. this

D. those

3. The bank is planning to _____ interest rates.

A. rise

B. raise

C. arise

D. rice

4. I happened to get such _____ confusing information!

A. a 

B. an

C. the

D. –

5. These chemicals smell _____.

A. well

B. badly

C. bad

D. deliciously

6. I think we _____ the wrong turn. We _____ on this road for twenty minutes and _____ a single house.

A. has made,  have been driving,  haven’t seen

B. have made,  have been driving,  haven’t seen

C. made,  were driving,  hasn’t seen

D. made,  had been driving,  haven’t seen 

7. Has the secretary come yet? I want to have my papers _____ .

A. to type

B. type

C. typed

D. been typed

8. We had a wonderful holiday in Spain.  I wish we _____ there again next summer.

A. will go

B. go

C. went

D. shall go

9. I have been feeding my tortoise _____ cabbage leaves for a couple of days.

A. with

B. by

C. with the help

D. on

10. What a pity!  John won’t come.  He _____ about the meeting beforehand.

A. should have been told

B. should be told

C. should been told

D. should have being told

11. Unexpectedly they decided to go by train, as it was _____.

A. much cheaper

B. much more cheaper

C. as cheap

D. so cheap as

12. They did nothing but _____ trespassers.

A. to prosecute

B. prosecute

C. prosecuting

D. having prosecuted

13. It is well known that the Romans _____ enjoy gladiatorial shows.

A. used

B. were used to

C. used to

D. used not

14. We would have missed the train if we _____ two minutes later.

A. were

B. would be

C. had

D. had been

15. The rough surface of the stone needs _____.

A. being polished

B. polishing

C. having been polished

D. to polish

16. They _____ on the wrong track since they _____ here.

A. were,  are

B. are,  have been

C. have been,  have been

D. were,  had been

17. There are _____ girls in this room than in the next room.

A. less

B. little

C. few

D. fewer

18. I wish we _____ a few commonplaces about our work and the weather.

A. exchanged

B. will exchange

C. should exchange

D. have exchanged

19. I was sure money _____ on trees.

A. do not grow

B. didn’t grow

C. doesn’t grow

D. isn’t growing

IV. For questions 1-10, read the text below and decide which answer A, B, C or D best fits each space. 

SINGIGNG FOR A MUSICAL LIFE


According to a group called The Voices Foundation, everyone has a singing voice (1) ……….. a speaking voice somewhere inside them. This, they say, should be encouraged from an early (2) …………because it provides the best, and the cheapest, (3) ……….. on which to build an understanding of music.


(4) …………. the Foundation’s ideas, lies the teaching of the Hungarian composer Zoltan Kodaly. He observed that song can (5) ………… a key part of the relationship between mother and child almost from birth. This is especially (6) ……….. of more traditional societies, like those of West Africa, where some small children are (7) ………. to sing literally hundreds of songs, all which have been learnt by (8) ……….. . But many modern children first (9) ………… to an understanding of music when they learn to play an instrument, and (10) …………. some teaching of the theory of music is usually part of this, their relationship with the music on the (11) ……….. is often a mechanical one.

1. A as well as

B as long as 
C as soon as 

D as good as

2. A start


B life 


C time 


D age

3. A ground 


B basis 

C root 


D plot

4. A Behind


B Beneath 

C Besides 


D Between

5. A grow 


B do 


C form 


D make

6. A fact 


B true 

C real 


D actual

7. A able 


B expert 

C skilled 


D fit

8. A repeat 


B heart 

C memory 


D mind

9. A come 


B reach 

C go 



D arrive

10. A however

B despite 

C although 


D whether

11. A lines 


B notes 

C book 


D page

Reading Comprehension
V. Read the text and choose the best answer.

AFRICAN-AMERICANS are descendants of Africans brought to North America as slaves from the 16th to 19th centuries, as well as more  recent immigrants from Africa and the West Indies. 

During the nearly 400 years of the slave trade, some 10-15 million slaves were brought to the Americas, first by the Spanish and Portuguese and then by the American colonists. The slave trade reached its height in the 18th century. After the Revolutionary War, it seemed for a time that slavery was dying out, with at least six states passing antislavery laws. Congress prohibited the further importation of slaves in 1808, but the slave trade still flourished illegally.

By 1860 about half the Southern population were slaves. When the Civil War broke out there were nearly 4 million slaves in the US, plus about half a million freed slaves. As the 1800s ended, an overwhelming majority of blacks were rural Southern agricultural labourers.

In the first half of the 1900s, some 5 million blacks left the South for the overcrowded cities of the North, where they could vote and find better-paying jobs and where some individual blacks were able to distinguish themselves professionally. However, it was not until the historic Supreme Court decision of May 17, 1954, ordering the integration of all schools, that the position of the black in American society began to change fundamentally. Since the 1970s, American blacks have asserted their own social and cultural identity. One example of this was the rejection of the word “Negro” in favour of “black” or “African-American”.

1. Which of these statements is true?

a. The descendants of the immigrants from Africa and the West Indies can be called African-Americans  

b. Only Spanish and Portuguese colonists brought slaves to the Americas 

c. Slavery never seemed to be dying out 

d. By 1860 almost all the Southern population were slaves 

2. The word “its” in line 6 refers to

a. The 18th century
b. The revolutionary war
c. American colonists
d. Slave trade
3. The verb “to prohibit” in line 8 most nearly means

a. To permit
b. To legalize
c. To forbid by law
d. To protect
4. The word “to flourish” in line 9 most nearly means

a. To die out
b. To be active and successful

c. To fluctuate

d. To penetrate

5. The word “they” in line 15 refers to

a. 5 million blacks
b. individual blacks
c. overcrowded cities
d.  better-paying jobs
6. According to this passage, how many slaves were there in the US when the Civil War broke out?

a. Half a million

b. 5 million

c. 4 million

d. some 10-15 million 

7. According to the text, when did 5 million blacks leave the South for the North? 

a. In the 18th century

b. In 1860

c. In the first half of the 1900s

d. In the second half of the 1800s

8. Which of the following can not be referred to the 1800s?

a. The slave trade reached its height

b. The slave trade flourished illegally 

c. About half the Southern population were slaves

d. Congress prohibited the further importation of slaves 

9. Which of the following statements is not mentioned in the text?

a. The position of the black in American society began to change fundamentally after the Supreme Court decision of May 17, 1954.

b. Some individual blacks were able to distinguish themselves professionally in the North 

c. During the nearly 400 years of the slave trade, some 25 million slaves were brought to the Americas

d. Since the 1970s, American blacks have asserted their own social and cultural identity  

10. The word “rejection” in line 21 most nearly means

a. perspiration

b. ability to use

c. official position

d. refusal to accept or use
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